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VEGETABLE PRODUCTION 
The municipality of Pagsanjan is a very unique town of Laguna, one of the best tourist destinations in the Philippines. But Pagsanjan has a lot to offer, with its vast land area, it lands are very noticeable, these lands are idle and we are wasting these resources. We need to do something with these lands. But wait no more; these idle lands will change to be more valuable in the eyes of the constituents of Pagsanjan. 

It was the 7th day of July 2010, when a vision was formed to transform those idle lands into something more valuable. Through the initiative of the Agriculture Office  ,  Mayor’s Office  and  Mr. Orven Rapsing of Infinity Agri-Trading and Export, Inc. a project was born. They organized a meeting with the Laguna Vegetable Industry Council on how this project will proceed and how it will change the lives of many farmers of Pagsanjan.
This project aims to help the farmers of Pagsanjan and other municipalities of Laguna to uplift the lives of the true heroes of our land. It will also help the local agriculture industry to produce high quality crops and to increase the yield, resulting to a higher profit and which will give them higher purchasing power that will help also the local industries.
The project is a vegetable production agreement where a sure market will be made available for the produce of the participating farmers.  In addition, inputs will be provided by Infinity, starting from seeds, foliar fertilizer, and chemical supplies. All these inputs will be charged-to-crop; meaning, the costs of all inputs will be deducted from the collectibles of the farmers. The payments are based on a lock-in-price, meaning a fixed price per kilo per crop is agreed on and will be followed the whole year. With this system, farmers will have the assurance of a sure market so long as quality is maintained within the specifications set.
To date, a total of almost 1 ha of idle land has been cleared and planted with squash with a harvest potential of 12-13 tons, targeting a 500kg harvest volume per day. The tenacity of the Pagsanjan farmers is such that 0.25 ha of land area will be cleared and planted with squash per week and will continue for 1 whole year.
Amazing as it sounds, the venture with squash is just a part of the project. As of now, 1 ha of land has already been prepared for the planting of ampalaya, with a scheduled direct seeding before the 16th of August.  The planting has been calendared to 1 ha per month and will persist for a whole year with the aim of sustaining the 500kg per day volume requirement.
And to complete the triumvirate of crops, seedlings of hot pepper are already waiting for transplanting with a target volume of 200kg per day.
All in all, there is much excitement and potential in this vegetable production project.  We’ve only just begun to tap into the vast possibilities of agriculture in Pagsanjan.  And, as long as the fire, which motivated the farmers and leaders to bring this project into existence burns within the heart of every member of the agriculture family, there is no doubt, Pagsanjan will live on to its new heights.

Presently, about 6.00 hectares are potential for Vegetables Production Program planted with different crops at different barangays. There are cooperatives and farmer associations presently engaged to this projects. The Municipality of Pagsanjan are distributing vegetables seeds  of various kinds free of charge to farmers. The amount were based on the area of lot to be planted. Total of 200 farmers /households were given vegetables seeds for free and planted to their backyard for home consumption. 

 
Vegetable Lowland Production Program (PINAKBET) were established at Barangay Cabanbanan. This will serve as show window for the trials of new promising varieties of squash, eggplant, pole sitao, okra, bitter gourd and tomato. The seeds were sourced from the municipality of Pagsanjan for free. The concept of this program is to augment the living condition of the farmers and additional income for the families. Twenty five (25) farmers were benefited and planned to expand to nearby barangays. 

CPAR on tissue-cultured Lakatan + Pinakbet Vegetables under Coconut-Based Farming System atBarangay Lambac, Pagsanjan, Laguna

Intercropping coconuts with tissue-cultured lakatan + pinakbet vegetables will result to intensification and diversification of crop production with maximum utilization of cropped area. The trend will be towards increased production of high commercial value crops under coconut therefore increasing the income of farmers.


The area used in this study is 2,500 square meters with existing coconuts ages 30-50 years old and planted mono crop. The minimum planting distance of the coconuts should at least 8 x 8 meters.  The total number of coconut trees will be counted prior to establishment of the trial. Farms with complete set of trees was chosen.  The low cost technologies used were fertilization based on soil analysis and pests and disease control. 

The pinakbet vegetables used as components are : ampalaya, squash, eggplant and okra. About fifteen (15) farmers were benefited, meetings was conducted religiously and there will a seminar and hands on training for the cooperators on plant propagation, and tissue culture at STIARC at Maraouy , Lipa City.  Regular monitoring and technical assistance is being provided by the Office of the Municipal Agriculturist. 
